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programs. For instance, you might want to start an application, print a document, launch another application, and so on. By using
batch files, you can automate numerous activities. This introduction to batch programming shows you the basics of using batch files.
This introduction to batch programming is intended to teach you basic programming skills. This book does not cover any
programming language such as Visual Basic. It does not cover any specific programming software, such as Turbo C. This book does
not cover any concepts related to operating a computer or administering a network. This book does not cover any of the computer
concepts discussed in Chapter 1, Introducing Windows 2000. Rather, it is designed to teach the fundamentals of computer
programming and to demonstrate how to use Windows interfaces to write simple batch files. As such, the book begins with basic
programming concepts. Later chapters cover Windows operating system functionality in greater detail. You will find that by the end
of the book you have learned the basics of programming and how Windows works. Throughout the book you will be directed to
references you can use to enhance your programming abilities. This book teaches the use of integrated development environments
(IDEs). The IDE helps create and maintain the code for a batch file. The compiler is the program that helps convert the programming
Instructions into a sequence of commands that the OS can understand. The Compiler provides a set of options that help you
determine how the batch file is created and how the batch file runs. Throughout this book, you will learn how to write a batch file by
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