
The Best Back Cover Blurbs for Books 
 

As an author, one of the most essential pieces of advice you'll hear from book publicity 

experts is to pay close attention to your book cover. While the title and front cover artwork 

are vital, the subtitle and back cover text are significant. These elements can heavily 

influence whether media outlets decide to cover your book and whether potential readers 

choose to buy it. Titles are often crafted to grab attention, but it is here that the subtitle 

plays a crucial role, particularly in nonfiction works. It provides essential context and 

elaboration on the title, helping readers understand what they can expect.  

Similarly, the back cover blurb serves as a key marketing tool, enticing readers and 

encouraging them to delve into your book. In physical bookstores, shoppers often flip a 

book over to read the blurb and learn more about its contents. This brief description 

conveys what readers can anticipate and why the book is a worthwhile investment. 

Traditionally published authors often have the luxury of blurb writing being handled by 

experienced staff. In contrast, self-published authors must take on this task themselves, and 

it's an opportunity to connect directly with potential readers.  

When crafting your blurb, start by determining your primary goal—are you looking to 

drive sales, or to create an artistic expression that resonates with a particular literary 

audience? Striking a balance between the two can be a challenge, especially for those 

whose motivations might extend beyond selling books. Generally, nonfiction blurbs clarify 

the book's purpose and the value it offers readers. In contrast, a novel might focus on 

creating an evocative experience that draws the reader in. To simplify your writing process, 

consider a question-and-answer approach to spark ideas.  

For example, ask yourself: Who is your target reader, and what makes your book stand out 

among similar titles? Alongside this, include some background about yourself that 

establishes your expertise. It's essential to convey what readers will gain from your book 

and why it deserves their time—whether it's gaining knowledge or simply enjoying a good 

story. Keep a sharp eye on your draft—ensure that it's engaging and easy to read. Aim for 

brevity; a concise blurb can make it quicker and more appealing for readers to absorb. 

Ultimately, this small space can have a significant impact on your book's success. 
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